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ADMISSION OF OREGON. 


Last Saturday, Oregon was admitted into the 
Union asa State, under the Constitution adopted 
by the people, November 9, 1857. The’ form 
of the Constitution is republican, and the pro- 
visions, generally, are unexceptionable. The 
bill of rights is. very ample, containing some 
thirty-three sections, one of which sets forth 
that no court shall be secret, but justice shall 
be administered openly and without purchase, 
completely and without delay; and "every man 
shall have remedy by due course of law for in- 


State, so that nothing is now to be done—and 
then it suddenly opens a battery upon the Re- 
publicans who in good faith voted to admit a 
new free State! Worse still—it passes in si- 
lence over the first offenders, Senators Seward, 
King, Foote, and their associates, and blazes 
away at the fifteen Republican members of the 
House, who only followed high example, a por- 
tion of them indeed voting in obedience to 
positive instructions from their Legislatures, 
passed by a vote of 79 to 1. We submit that 
there is neither wisdom nor magnanimity in 
such a procedure. What good will it do? 
Can you change the result? Can you put Or- 
egon out of the Union? Can you alter the rec- 
ord? Is it the right way to cherish good feel- 
ing among Republicans? Are you anxious to 
ruin such men as Colfax, Pettit, Seward, King, 
and Doolittle? Do you think their places can 
be better filled by men who concur with you in 
regarding Botts, Bell, Bates, and Crittenden, as 
fit candidates for the Presidency? Must every 
Republican member come up or down to the 
standard of the Zribunc, on all questions, on 
pain of being thrown to the dogs? We shall 
expect, after a while, that sentence will be pro- 
nounced against every man not in favor of the 
abolition of the present mode of paying Con- 
gressmen, or of putting an end to the diplomatic 
system. 

Such intolerance is not to be tolerated. Let 


the Tribune study the things that make for 


jury done him in person, property, or reputa- 
tion. “ Every man,’ not white, man. This of 
course over-rides whatsoever provision in the 
rest of the Constitution may in terms conflict 
with this fundamental declaration. Banks, lot- 
teries, duelling, ahd Slavery, are prohibited, and 
married women are protected as follows: “the 


peace—use its vast influence not so as to pro- 
voke feud and distrust among friends, and build 
up a miserable despotism over individuals and 
minorities, but so as to promote charity, for- 
bearance, good will, and mutual trust. This 
it can do, and yet be faithful in pointing out 
what it deems the errors of its friends. 


roperty and pecuniary rights of every married : ; 
gh = time wt ete or afterwards, We shall not arraign ee ane 
acquired by gift, devise, or inheritance, shall voted against the —o = sali : if vate 
not be subject to the debts or contracts of the traitors to the cause of Freedom, or ha me 
husband, and laws shall be passed for the reg- guilty ofa eS The reasons they 
nee + fe ” assign for their act, do not appear to us con- 
istration of the wife’s property. : alt Maal iat 

The right of-suffrage is not conferred on for- clusive, but they reflect no discre pm sone 
eigners, but is regulated as follows: “In all | intelligent and ae: Se 40 
elections not otherwise provided for by this Con- | '* to defend the vote given by the eegirg 0 
stitution, every, white male citizen of the Uni- Republican Senators, and the minority of Re- 
ted States of the age of twenty-one years and publican Representatives, in favor of the admis- 
upwards, who shall have resided in the State | S!°P of Oregon. ; 
during the six months immediately preceding | We have printed the peculiar features of the 
such elections, and every white male of foreign | Oregon Constitution. There they are—we keep 
birth of the age of twenty-one years and up- | nothing back. 
wards, who shall have resided in the United| It is an excellent Constitution, with one or 
States one year, and shall have resided in the | two exceptions. It makes the duellist ineligible 
State during the six months immediately pre- | to office—it prohibits lottery gambling—it 
ceding the election, and shall have declared his | forbids banks of circulation—it protects the 
intention to become a citizen of the United States | married woman's property rights—it absolute- 
one year preceding such election, cénformably to | ly, and without qualification, inhibits Slavery. In 
the laws of the United States on the subject of | all these respects, and they are fundamental, it 
Naturalization, shall be entitled to vote at all | is a grand Constitution. But, in its aspect to- 
elections authorized by law.” wards free people of color, it is intolerant and 

The provision concerning free colored peo- | unjust. Let us understand exactly what it 
ple is as follows: seeks todo. It seeks to prohibit their immi- 

“No free negro or mulatto, not residing in | gration into the State, and, to accomplish this, 


the State at the time of the adoption of this | undertakes to deny to those who shall come into 
Constitution, shall ever come, reside, or be, with: | the State, in defiance of the prohibition, the 
in this State, or hold any real estate, or make | ’. h : a f Justi It 
any contract, or maintain any suit therein ; and | Tight to sue in any of its Courts of Justice. 

the Legislative Assembly shall provide by penal | does not touch the right of residence of colored 
laws for the removal by public officers of all | people in the State at the time of the adoption 


such free negroes and mulattoes, and for their oftlie Conatitation. cc their rakt to. bri it 
° ) ig. ring sul 
effectual excltsion from the State, and for the iuy‘the courts... The unjust provision. applies ex- 


nishment of persons-who shall bring them 
owe the State, i celine oe hashes ri there- | Clusively to those who may enter after that date— 
being prospective in its operation. But, even 


in.” 

Application was made for admission under | this iniquitous provision is rendered null and 
this Constitution at the last session of Congress, | void, so far as “bringing suit” is concerned, by 
and a bill was accordingly introduced in the | an unqualified affirmation in the Bill of Rights, 
Senate, thoroughly discussed, passed, and sent | @ part of the Constitution, “that every man 
to the House of Representatives, where it was | shall have remedy by due course of law for in- 
laid over till the present session. Some differ- | jury done him in his person, property, or repu- 


ence of opinion in regard to it prevailed among | tation” —“ Every MAN,” without qualification. | 


the Republican Senators, but a majority of | Thus explained, the provision is divested of 
them voted for it. Mr. Seward remarked— _| a portion of its malignity ; but, it is still unjust 
“T think there is nobody who doubts that the | and mean; and if the question had been, Will 
people of Oregon are to-day ready, desirous, you sanction it, will you do anything to perpet- 
willing, to come in. They have made & Con- | vate it? wo should have voted, No. That, how- 
stitution which is acceptable to themsslves, and j AY ats 
a Constitution which, however it may be criti- | CV¢, Was not the question. Suppose the Con- 
cised here, after all complies substantially with | stitution had contained provisions authorizing 
every requirement which the Congress of the | Banks of Circulation, would the opponent of 
United States, or any considerable portion of Banks, voting for its admission under such a 
either House of Congress, has ever insisted on Constitution, h Semeailk tie Bix Viste nll 
in regard to any State. . constitution, ave sanctione " y Ais vote, suc 
“Tt seems to me, therefore, to be trifling with | institutions? His great object had been to 
the State of Oregon, trifling with the people of | bring it in as a free State, and secure a triumph 


po ed eee and to be bee som and | for Freedom. This paramount consideration 
ul u av ; . : : ; 
calculated to produce an unfavorable impression | induced him to subordinate other considera- 


on the public mind, in regard to the consistency |. Lae 
of the policy which we pursue in admitting tions. If every part of the Constitution of a 


States into the Union, to delay or deny this ap- | new State is to receive the approbation of every 
Plication. For one, sir, I think that the sooner | member of Congress, before he can vote for it, 
a Territory emerges from its provincial con- | there will be an end of the admission of new 
dition, the better; the sooner the people are s 
left to manage their own affairs, and are ad- — 

We must deal with the business of legislation 


mitted to participation in the responsibilities of 
the Government, the stronger and more vigor- practically. There are not, we presume, a dozen 
colored men in Oregon. More or less, their 


ous the States which those people form will be. 
rights are not affected by this provision. For 


3 trust, therefore, that the question will be 
aken, and that the State may be admitted with- 
out further delay.” the next ten years, it is not probable that a 
Seward and King, of New York, Collamer | dozen colored men may desire to go thither, 
and Foot, of Vermont, Dixon and Foster, of Should they do so, this provision, if we judge 
Connecticut, Cameron, of Pennsylvania, Chan- | from the inefficacy of similar provisions in 
dler, of Michigan, Doolittle, of Wisconsin, | Illinois and California, will oppose no real ob- 
Harlan, of Iowa, and Simmons, of Rhode Island, | stacle. In form, the injustice is gross and 
eleven Republicans, voted to admit Oregon: | repulsive—in fact, it amounts to nothing. 
Fessenden and Hamlin, of Maine, Hale, of | Besides—admitting that it were as bad in 
New Hampshire, Wade, of Ohio, Durkee, of | fact as in form, it seems to us that the question 
Wisconsin, and Trumbull, of Illinois, six Re- | for philanthropy to ask is, How shall this mis- 
publicans, voted against it. chief be remedied? Will you cure it by remit- 
Our readers will remember that we advoca- | ting Qregon to the condition of slave territory, 
ted its admission, and assigned our reasons at | instead of admitting it to the position of a free 
length. The bill coming before the House at the | State? By sending it back to be governed by 
present session, an attempt was made by Re- the Pro-Slavery Administration, against which 
publican members, to a certain extent success- | the friends of Freedom in the Territory are 
fully, to make opposition to it a party measure. | powerless? Reject its application, amd you 
We expressed our regret at the movement, only perpetuate the wrong. Admit the people 
briefly recapitulated the considerations that | as a State, and the whole corrupt, Pro-Slavery 
induced us to support the measure, and in| Territorial organization passes away — the 
sisted that every man should be left free to | friends of Freedom will have a fair field, and, 
vote according to his own convictions of duty. | 98 in other new States, will soon become dom- 
The bill came up for discussion—it was de-| inant. Is it from such a P arty, or from the 
bated thoroughly—and the vote was taken last | party that stands upon the Dred Scott decision, 
Saturday ; the yeas were 114, nays 103. .Fif-| it must look for justice ? 
teen Republicans, seven Anti-Lecompton Dem-| As to other considerations in Opposition to 
ocrats, and ninety-two Administration men, | the admission of Oregon, we have attached 
voted in the affirmative; eighteen Southern | little weight. Want of a population equal to 
Extremists, ten South Americans, two Anti- | its representative ratio is no reason at all. No 
Lecompton Democrats, and seventy-three Re- | matter whether the people of a Territory num- 
publicans, in the negative. ber forty, fifty, eighty, or a hundred thousand 
It was just one of those measures on which | if they give evidence of the ability to govern 
intelligent and right-minded men, acting gen- | themselves, and desire to do so, they ought to 
erally together, might be expected to differ— | be organized as a State, unless there ar 
there being so much to be said every way. | peculiar reason justifying delay. The restric- 
The more reason, therefore, for charity and | tion placed upon Kansas by slaveholders and 
toleration. Our opponents understand this | their Democratic allies at the North, was sec- 
policy—Republicans may learn something from | tional, unjust, absurd, and mean; but we 
their example. You will find in their leading | confess we saw no reason why Republicans 
journals no bitter denunciations of the Southern | should insist upon a similar restriction upon 
men who, in obedience to their own convictions, | Oregon. Had Oregon been a slave State, they 
voted against Oregon. Why should denuncia- | would have been justified in demanding its 
tions be levelled bythe New York Tribune at the | application thereto; it would have been but 
heads of good Republicans because they voted | righteous retribution. But Oregon and Kan- 
for Oregon ? sas were not in antagonism. They stood on 
We had intended to say nothing more on this 
Oregon Question, but the attack of the Tribune 


cannot get another free State in at the same 
time! 

The 7ribune dislikes, perhaps abhors, the 
two Senators elect from Oregon ; denounces the 
State as Pro-Slavery; says it is not in fact a 
free State, &c. Are new States in the habit 
of electing anti-Administration Senators ? must 
I vote against them, till their people elect gen- 
tlemen to suit my taste and views? And how 
is Oregon to be redeemed from her Pro-Slavery 
character? By remanding her to the training 
of Administration officials; by leaving our 
friends there at the mercy of an organization 
whose heart and brains are in Washington? 
Are Republicans dreaming ? Has the multipli- 
cation of free States ceased to be an object? 
Are we to permit ourselves to be swayed so 
much by party spirit as to repudiate our own 
vital policy, because in a single case, and for 
an exceptional reason, it happens to be sus- 
tained by our opponents? They favor the ad- 
mission of Oregon, because it subserves cer- 
tain party purposes for a time; and we, there- 
fore, go against it, although its admission must 
subserve the great cause of Freedom, for all 
time! 

We rejoice that Oregon is in the Union, and 
that it stands there by the aid of Eleven Repub- 
lican Senators and Fifteen Republican Mem- 
bers. Had it been reduced to a Territorial 
condition by Republican votes, we should have 
apprehended nothing but mischief. It would 
have gone back under the Dred Scott deeision— 
under an Administration that regards eyery 
Territory as much slave soil as South Carolina; 
and information received from intelligent men 
in Oregon, leads us to apprehend that its next 
application would have been under a Constitu- 
tion tolerating Slavery! Thank God! that 
danger has passed, and we shall rest in peace. 





THE LIGHT BREAKING IN. 


We are highly gratified to find that leading 
men of the South are beginning to appreciate 
the inherent weakness of their position, result- 
ing from their favorite institution of Slavery, 
and to anticipate the terrible issues of a war 
with any of the great Powers of Europe. We 
sincerely hope that the Enquirer, the States, and 
other organs of Southern opinion, may succeed 
in awakening the Southern peeple to a sense of 
their danger, in time to save them from the dis- 
astrous consequences of the President's reck- 
less demagogism. The Enquirer, so far from 
exaggerating, has under.stated the dangers to 
the South which necessarily flow from the Pres- 
ident’s policy. The editor only hints at conse- 
quences which may be set down as inevitable. 
Nations at war with each other always assail the 
enemy in his weakest part. All know that Sla- 
very is the weak point in our position. Great 
Britain, or France, or both, in conjunction with 
Spain, would have no difficulty in setting the 
South in a blaze, by appealing to the slaves. 
With twenty thousand troops landed at Charles- 
ton, as many at Mobile, and twice as many at 
New Orleans, nothing would be easier than to 
paralyze the whole South, by the issue of a proc- 
lamation. 

The Enquirer, as a matter of course, is un- 
just to the “Black Republicans” in assuming 
that they would be ready to join the common 
enemy in the contingency supposed. The prob- 
ability is, that the abolition. of Slavery would 
result from the violence of the conflict. We can 
see no possible way for it to escape such a fate, 
at least on the, sea coast; and it is probable 
that Slavery being thus violently overthrown.or 
disorganized, the question of its reinstitutio: 
might be raised in the negotiation’ for’ peace 
2 ¢ will not - See hat a 
one, under — ee a 


such circumstances; butif emancipation should 


would result from the weakness and danger of 
the South. Slavery could never be reinstituted 
after one violent shock, such as it would receive 
in a war with the great Powers of Europe. 





From the Richmond (Va.) Enquirer, Feb. 4. 
WAR WIfH EUROPE ? OR THE SAKE OF CUBA— 
WHO WILL BEAR THE BRUNT OF 1T? 

In our editorial of yesterday we exposed the 
state of affairs, which not only renders the ac- 
quisition of Cuba impossible at this time, but 
which may entail a war with maritime Europe, 
even on the occasion of an empty-handed grasp 
on our part at territorial encroachment. 

We propose now, very briefly, to consider the 
nature of such a war, and its probable conse- 
quences. A 

The President's message already involves an 
attitude of open menace towards five American 
Nations, and a very palpable hint to Spain that 
the acquisition of Cuba, by violent measures, 
may become “ clearly justifiable, under the im- 
perative and overruling law of self-preservation.” 
The immediate bearing of the latter question of 
Central American affairs naturally puts on the 
qui vive every power which represents, or as- 
pires to represent, a maritime nation. Thus, if 
Cuba shall involve us in a war, we may look in 
tain to any quarter of the globe for allies. 

The probable alliance against us will be one 
such as the world never saw. England, France, 
and Spain, backed by three minor European 
Powers, may also, without much difficulty— 
merely by expunging a few bad debts—bring 
Mexico into the league, threatened as she is 
with a foreed protectorate. Mexicans and In- 
dians would be employed to harass our frontier, 
and keep the larger part of our little army of 
17,000 men engaged in guerilla strife. Van- 
couver’s island would be thé stand-point from 
which to cut off even our supply of gold. Cana- 
dian troops could vex our Northern frontier. 
Such would be the little vexations by which the 
extremities of the nation would be annoyed, 
while an army and navy, such as have never 
approached the American continent, would be 
employed to strike at some vital and central 
point. A small coast-guard around Cuba and 
on the Central American coast would leave a 
mighty armament of war steamers and trans- 
ports, free to proceed immediately to the mouth 
of the Mississippi. 

The lesson of 1814-15 would be repeated 
with disasters multiplied a thousand fold. In 
the days of hemp canvas, when cumbrous frig- 
ates had to convoy lubberly transports, and 
concentrate an army at Havana, before it could 
be conveyed en masse to Louisiana, the genius 
of Andrew Jackson, and the intrepidity of Cof. 
fee’s Tennesseeans, backed by cotton bales 
piled by negroes, were indeed sufficient to save 
the city of New Orleans. But cotton canvas 
has since superseded hemp canvas, and, in its 
turn, has been left to wing the slow flight of 
mere ships of burden. Steam power has wrought 
a revolution, which renders the immediate trans- 
portation of an army of 500,000 trained men, 
directly form the ports of Europe to the mouth 
of the Mississlppi, a much easier task than was 
the tardier transportation of forty-four years’ 


ficient to save the city of New Orleans 
the combined assaults of English and Fre 
armies and navies, such as are sent forth at 
present day. With New Orleans, then, in} 
hands of a hostile force, with the great aorta, 
commerce choked at its outlet, with every i 
portant seaport on the Atlantic and on 

cific subjected to a strict blockade, what; 


thropic” schemes be pushed to the 
and, backed by the voice of the y 
Republican party of the North, an@not ay, 
traitors at the South, might theymot dena 
that the emancipation of our slaves s 
made a condition of peace? Be 2%: 
When Andrew Jackson abruptly offered. 
Orleanist King the alternative of war, 
payment of a small and just claim of; 
25,000,000 francs, he was denounced’as@ 
man. There was policy in his rashne: 
the result justified his wisdom. But if A 
Jackson were now alive, who believes that. 
would commit the ultimate impolicy.of 
ness—that he would dash a single gauntlet 
defiance in the face of every mari 


of the globe—that he would spear the English) them in juxtaposition with the evil deeds of his 


lion, hungry for an immense commereial ad 


ance, with a Napoleon on the throne, and then 
publish to the world the intent to step between 
both nations and a transit to the Pacific, by in, 
sulting a Spanish Ministry with the ostensibld 
tender of a $30,000,000 bribe ? 





THE GRAND CORRUPTION FUND. 


Notwithstanding the violent opposition of the 
leading Democratic newspapers of Virginia, an¢ 
of the Hunter organ in this city, there is. n¢ 
reason to hope that either Mr. Hunter or Mr} 
Mason will have the moral courage to+vote 
against the infamous proposition to place in th 
President’s hands $30,000,000 for the purpose 


of corruption, at home and abroad. We learn} 


vantage, offering England at the same time the’ 
most favorable opportunity for a French hey 
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will be seen that he denounced the expenditure 
of fifty millions by a Whig Adminstration as 
enormous, and thought that “wnless arrested 
in their advance by the strong arm of the De- 
mocracy of the country, may in the course of a 
few years reach a hundred millions.” 





it is probable that both the Virginia Setiator§ The public expenditure has already attained 
will be forced into the party traces, although ¥f, Jomething like an hundred millions; and if 
much against their inclinations, The meas- Congress will only follow the President's rec- 
ure is a party measure, and opposition to it will |ommeyidations, by giving him the right to 
be visited with summary expulsion from the |make’ war upon Mexico and Central America, 
ranks; so that unless a man has made up‘his jgnd at the same time give him a corruption 


rible anathema, he will meekly bow #o the will |g national debt of two hundred millions more, 4 







become an indispensable condition ‘of peace, it | 


ago. Six months’ warning would now be insuf- | 





ot the President. Such is the spirit of  Demoé- 
racy.” F 

The country can have no assuranc that the 
immense sum appropriated by this bill, if jt 
shall become a law, will not be used ‘for the 
most corrupt purposes at home as well’@sabroad. 
That it is intended to be used for thé purpose 
of bribing the Spanish officials, is nofdemied by: 
any person with the least pretensidmsto,cas- 
dor; and what guarantee can be givetiithat the 
dispensers of the bribes will not féatlie® “the 
own nests? No phraseology could be 1 





mind to suffer all the consequences of that ter- im of thirty millions, with which to negotiate 


there can be little doubt that he ‘will carry our 
lannual expenditure up to the splendid figure of 
‘one hundred and fifty millions. 

“Wueatianp, Feb. 23, 1852. 


“GENTLEMEN: * * On what issues, 
then, can we go before the country, and con- 
fidently calculate upon the support of the 
American people at the approaching Presiden- 
‘tial election? I answer unhesitatingly that we 
“must fall back, as you suggest, upon those fun- 
damental ;and time-honored principles, which 
‘have divided us from our political opponents 
since the: beginning, and which, from the very 
nature of, the Federal Constitution, must con- 





guarded than the appropriating ¢ age,of Ae 
bill, as amended by its author. 
words : 


“And whereas it may possibly 
an immediat® payment of money 
for by the stipulation of any treat; 
be entered into: Therefore, the s 
millious of dollars be, and the sa 
a ae vats out of any money inf 
not otherwise appropriated, to be 4 
in the event that said treaty, wh 
the authorized agents of the two 
and duly ratified by Spain, shall 
expenditure, or any part thereof; 
curate accounts for which ex 
by him transmitted to Congress 
day as practicable,” 7: See 







* 


Congress of all powers not clearly granted by 
that instrument, and a rigid economy in public 


“Gnue to,divide us from them tothe end. We 
gust inscribe upon our banners a sound regard 
forthe reserved rights of the States, a strict 
‘construction of the Constitution, a denial to 






enditures have now reached the 








In the first place, the bill is i 
time. The President is to haf 
thirty millions of dollars, with at 
ject in view, but which no one: : 
practicable, except the money h 
ly, in bribing the Spanish ; 
betray the nation. If they sput 
President will still have this mi 
at his disposal, until after the 
election. It may be used in 
corruptly. It may be loaned o 
in the public lands and mili 


jon terms highly ad: 


Could 

gate char- 

figs of the na- 
‘its purposes ? 
en and Gourt 
“of that lady is 
ill the security 


acter desire to hold the ‘pu 
tion on terms more agree@ 
But suppose the Spanish 
accept the bribe, and the vig 
not reputed to be immaculate, 
against the corruption of 
the use of the fund for ele 
be any better?’ We think 
the scheme will enable 
participate in the co 
risk than its failure. In | 
ey can only be used to 
patriots in the way of 
supposing the Spanish: 
the bribe, our champii 
tiny” may come in 
the lion’s share, of 
Court can in that 
whole sum, while 
can do so upon theif & 
No fact in our histo 


eering purposes, 
t the success of 
n officials to 
‘fund with less 
‘one case, the mon- 
modate American 
while in the other, 
nmeént to accept 
of “ manifest des- 
all share—perhaps 
oil. The Spanish 
fe vouchers for the 
dispense the bribe 
erms. 
strikingly marks the 
progress of demo: as the presentation 
of this proposition. ‘Himye the people really 
ceased to love constitutignal liberty, or have 
the corrupt men in power miscalculated and 
under-rated the publi¢ virtue, in daring to put 
this enormous’ corruption fund in the hands of 
the President ? 

What would PatrickHenry or John Ran- 
dolph say to this prop®sition? Answer, ye 
Virginians, who profess-to fear the corrupt and 
consolidating tendenbies of the Federal Gov- 
ernment! Shame on’ thp recreant Virginian 
or Southerner who é¢an rate of State Rights, 
economy, and strict 20 truction of the Consti- 
tution, after supporting this abominable, propo- 
sition to inauguraté, the reign of bribery and 
corruption ! 


* 
HIGH PRICES‘FOR NEGROES. 


Slavery is always threatened with a crisis of 
some sort. At ome ‘time the danger is, that 
the value of the institution will be destroyed 
by the successful production of cotton in India, 
at another by a war with England, at another 
by “Northern aggression.” 
the present hour liesin an opposite direction, 
viz: in the enormous prices at which the slaves 
are selling. We ealled attention to this mat- 
ter last week ;. aid we now find our views con- 
firmed by Sontherg authority. The Oxford 
Mercury (Miss.) has:this paragraph : 

, aps there er was, in the history of 
mand for negroes as there 
lemand has increased, as a 

ce of them enormously. 

t be purchased for less 

, and eighteen hundred 

ics command prices of 

and generally cannot be 
tary sale. In our own 
for many more slaves 


Agriculture is receiving an 
er commanded before. The 
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on the Republicans who favored its admission, 
imposes upon us the duty of vindicating them. 
Eleven Republican Senators last session record- 
ed their votes in favor of this bill—only six 
against it. Why was the Tribune silent then? 
Why did it not arraign the eleven Senators, and 
admonish Representatives not to follow their 
example? Fora year thequestion has been 
before us—for weeks has it been awaiting action 
in the House—the Era® had 


already tak 
ground in favor of the bill—it was known that 


several Republicans intended to do likewise. 


id not the Tribune speak in time? Why 
> enlighten members on the 
} sonable 


ay 
=< 
7 


same opal a were free States. The | be the consequence ? Pegs oe 
champions of free States wisel cheap—very cheap. e populatloy 
Se Northern and Middie States could_s: 


restriction upon Kansas; but why, in the name 
of common sense, should they demand its en- 
forcement against Oregon? The Administra- 
tion Party was vindictive enough to say to one 
you shall not be a State, unless you number 
93,000 people—and inconsistent enough to say 
to the other, you may be a State, no matter 
what your population. Very well, gentlemen, 
we go for admitting both as free States, because 
they have populations numerous and, wise 
enough for self-government. We labored to 


home-raised food and wear home-made; 
More than that, the fishermen of 
could derive, perhaps, a brisk profit, 
dations on the commerce of the en 
what would twelve months’ blo: é 
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quantities on hand rendered a 
ket, would a score of Cubas be sui 
imburse the South for her losses? * 
And where would it end? Wg 
and France be content to make 
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bring in Kansas; we shall vote to bring in Ore- betleem ? Would they not push | 
gon, You may be as absurd or inconsistent | demand perpetual renunciati 
as you please; we shall make free States as | ‘mpts to acquire Cuba, by 
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This first volume opens with a view of the 
Physical Geography of New England ; those 
conditions of formation, climate, and soil, which 
have so great an influence in determining the 
character of a country’s inhabitants—a com- 
prehensive account of the physical, intellect- 
ual, and social state of the aborigines, who, in 
the author’s hands, comport but ill with the 
Indian of romance and poetry—a brief resume 
of the early voyages and explorations — a sketch 
of the rise and progress of Puritanism in Old 
England, without which New England might 
now have neither historian nor existence ; and 
then, the planting in weakness and tears of 
the seeds of that tree whose leaves, we trust, 
will be for the healing the nations. 

In these latter days, when we are said, per- 
haps with too much truth, to be drifting away 
from the principles of our fathers, we cannot 
be too often set face to face with their stern 
integrity, thefr unyielding courage, their inflex- 
ible adherence to the “ Higher Law,” their ener- 
gy to do, their fortitude to bear, and their child- 
like, unfailing faith in God, and the ultimate 
triumph of right. Whatever may be our opin- 
ion of the wisdom of some of their measures, 
there can be but one of their heroism. To two 
or three points, however, in which they are often 
attacked, and which here find abundant vindi- 
cation, we wish to call particular attention. 
There is a more or less prevalent impression, 
that in their dealings with the Indians they 
were tricksy, dishonest, and cruel. On-~the 
contrary, it is shown that they occupied land 
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these pages much interesting, and ainiising, a ia : mmander Totten replied that it was unsat- 


withal, instructive matter. With,many people, 
“instructive” and “dull” are sgnongmois, bug 
let such persons be assured that; ig thi: bool: 
book at least, the gui vive is enveloped in so de-’ 
lightful a medium, that the tonie slips ' c wa, 
quite unsuspected. nah 2 
Abridgement of the Debates of Congress. By Thomas: 
Hart Benton. New Yerk: D. Applé:on & Co. ¥él. 
VII and IX.” 1824 to 1828. For saleby Shillington 
Co., Penn. avenue, Washington, D.C: ; ; 

We have noticed at some length thd prete- 
ding volumes of this important work. ‘To THOSE | 
who have occasion for frequent reference to the | 
record, or would study our political history :in 
the light of Congressional debates,’ they must’ 
prove invaluable. The-volumes before us con- 
tain the interesting pro ngs in relation to 
the Panama Congress; and other subjects of no 
less importance. ‘ 

GAIL HAMILTON ON, BABES. 
To the Editor of the National Era: 

When the charming Gail Hamilton firstmade 
her appearence in your columns, .we-were sorely) 
puzzled to know whether the writer‘was a man’ 
or woman. The name gave us no clue; it was’ 
rather masculine, but the style of thought and _ 
of expression was decidedly womanly. . The 
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Te Rokons. It is stated ‘that in & recent com. 
muni¢ation tothe House of Representatives, as)! 
tothe expediency of certain reductions jn OX) 
‘ penses, Secretary. Floyd uses the remark, that. 
the:reductions would, be practicable were # not 
forthe demands of members of Congress! 4 
/LIt is believed that the President will veto the” 
Agricultaral College bill ; and, also, the warofs 
ALSL2 pansion hill, if the latter passes the Sen.’ 
ate. It is thought by some that the French. | 
spoliation bill will be in the same catagory. if 
at cpl of Which, however, there is just 
now little. probability — Washington Star, 
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Indeed, there seems to be one general rush to 
obtain money from the Treasury on any and 
every pretence, 

“What will be the inevitable consequence 
of such lavish expenditures? Are they not 
calculated to disturb the nicely-adjusted balance 
between the Federal and State Governments, 
upon the preservation of which depend the 
harmony and efficiency of our system? Greedy 
expectants from the l'ederal Treasury will re- 
gard with indifference, if not with contempt, 
the Governments of the several States. 7’he 
doctrine of State Rights will be laughed to scorn 
by such individuals, as an obsolete abstraction, 
unworthy the enlightened spirit of the age. The 
corrupting’power of money will be felt through- 
out the length and breadth of the land, and the 
Democracy, led on by the Hero and Sage of 
the Hermitage, will have in vain put down the 
Bank of the United States, if the same fatal 
influence for which it was condemned shall be 
exerted and fostered by means drawn from the 
public Treasury. 

“To be liberal with their own money, but 
sparing of that of the Republic, was the glory 
of distinguished public servants among the an- 
cient Romans. When this maxim was reversed, 
and the public money was employed by artful 
and ambitious demagogues, to secure their own 
aggrandizement, genuine liberty soon expired. 
It is true, that the forms of the Republic con- 
tinued for many years; but the animating and 
inspiring soul had fled forever. I entertain no 
serious apprehensions that we shall ever reach 
this point, yet we may still profit by their ex- 
ample. 

“ With sentiments of the highest respect, I 
remain your friend and fellow citizen, 

“James BucHanan.” 





CONGRESS—TUESDAY. 





‘Lhe Senate was engaged in the discussion of 
the Cuban question. Messrs. Crittenden and 
Hale addressed the body. 


The House, in Committee of the Whole, was 
occupied in the consideration of the Indian ap- 
propriation bill. 


Letrer FROM Lapy Havetock.—A lady 
friend, who passed several years of her life in 
the family of Lady Havelock’s father, in India, 
has kindly furnished the St. Louis Democrat 
with the following extract from a letter recently 
received by her from Lady Havelock. Her in- 
troductory note will explain the particulars and 
the extract which she makes. It will be read 
with interest by all who cherish a regard for the 
memory of the brave and good Sir Henry Hav- 
elock: 

Sr. Louis, Jan. 26, 1859. 

Mr. Epitor: In a private letter written by 
me last summer'to my estimable friend, Lady 
Havelock, I mentioned to her the fact that Sir 
Henry Havelock’s noble character was so high- 
ly appreciated by the American people, that on 
the receipt of the news of his death the flags of 
the shipping in our harbors were lowered to half- 
mast, an honor which I believe had never before 
been paid in this country to a British General. 
Her reply, received a few days ago, contains so 
expressive a response to that a of my letter, 
that I cannot refrain from offering it, through 
you, to the public. 

y Respectfully yours, E. H. B. 


Extract from Lady Havelock’s Letter. 


* * * The first intensity of that fearful 
bereavement which God saw fit to send me, has 
been in a measure modified and sanctified by 
his tender mercy, by the devotion of my loving 
and dutiful sons and daughters, and by the 
sympathy of my Queen and country. But 
greatly as I have been blessed and comforted 
under my affliction, I never can sufficiently ex- 

how great a balm it has been to my 
wounded heart—how very great an honor—the 
mark of attention paid to the memory of my 
beloved husband by that great nation across 
the Atlantic! If I knew what body of sympa- 
thziers to address, I woultt gladly and prou ly 








offer them the grateful thanks of a sad and 
lonely heart ; I gould tell them with honest 
truth that not, qne: word too much had been 
said iu praise of him who has now received the 
ee gf: Ber ons 
.: Believe me, my sincerely and af- 
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forming a great nation;,around thisyceutraly 
governing principle, probably grew up gradu- 
ally. That the simple-minded peasants of 
Scrooby were not sustained in their sufferings 
by a vision of the grand results which should 
flow from them, does not detract from the sub- 
limity of their devotion. They builded better 
than they knew, and bequeathed to us another 
illustration of the important truth, that right- 
doing belongs to ourselyes—consequences to 
God. 
Episedes of French History during the Consul ate and the 
First Empire By Miss Pardoe, author of “Court 
and Reign of F,ancis I,” “ Life of Marie de Medicis,” 
“Louis X1V and the Courtof France in the Seven” 
teenth Century,’ &c New York: Harper & Brothers 
1859. For sale by Taylor & Maury, Washington, D. C 
It would seem, from the author’s preface, 
that she once designed writing the Life of Na- 
poleon. So, at least, we conjecture, as she men- 
tions a royal biography, and these sketches 
mostly relate to that extraordinary man, either 
as their subject, or introduced as the narrator. 
Miss Pardoe has chosen to occupy her active 
mind and facile pen with events and charac- 
ters connected with the history of France. Her 
former volumes. show this, and the present one 
likewise points to the same favorite ground. 
She has made a book which for many reasons 
is an attractive one. The persons, the inci- 
dents, and the contrasts of life presented, ren- 
der it so. Napoleon, Josephine, Pauline, Mad- 
ame Tallien, Fouche, Talleyrand, Pope Pius 
VII, and others, appear upon the stage, and 
some of the scenes are strange and startling. 
For pleasant, easy sketches, few writers are 
more successful; and these twenty-five chap- 
ters, filling some three hundred and fifty pages, 
are decisive evidence of her talent in this re- 
spect. 


The Laird of Norlaw ; a Scottish Story. By the author 
of “Margaret Maitland,” “ Lilliesleaf,” “ Orphans,? 
“The Days of My Lifey’&c. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. 1859. For sale by Taylor & Maury, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Just such a story as we love to read. Graphic, 
natural, life-like indeed, yet easy—-told with no ev- 
ident aim at effect—it is the same mind and the 
same pen that first awakened our deep interest in 
“Margaret Maitland.” We regard her as one of 
the best of the female writers of fiction of the 
present day, and she is here on her own chosen 
field. There is deep pathos in some of the 
scenes of trial, the exhibition of noble manly 
and womanly feeling, a beautiful development 
of character, all so befitting and blending into 
the continually-converging circle of interest 
and final issue of the whole, just as we are glad 
to find it, that every reader, we think, will ac- 
cord to the author the praise of having written 
a tale of unusual excellence. Its high moral 
bearing, too, is not its least recommendation. 
The ways of Providence in watching over and 
conducting the affairs of men, thwarting the 
designs of the treacherous and wicked, and 
crowning higher and nobler aims, leave a lesson 
on the heart both satisfactory and healthful. 

One who writes so well, and with such benefit 
to others, should often make her appearance, 
to claim her deserved meed of public favor. 
Curios:ties of Natural History. By Francis T. Buckland 

From the London fourth edition. New York: Rudd & 


Carleton. For sale by Franck Taylor, Penn. Avenne, 
Washington, D.C. 


“We should use, and not abuse, erudition by 
excess,” says the old Jesuit, Neiremberg. Mr. 
Buckland evidently proceeds upon some such 
principle, not deeming it necessary to surround 
the interesting and delightful investigations he 
has entered into with a chevaux de frise of hard 
words and scientific terms, calculated to repel. 
and lear. Ta 
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girls (yon, . pe 
see in their admirers beautiés that. would ,paz- 
zle a lawyer to diseover.. They marry’ upon 
these i 
and when theit poor’ eyes” are ‘opened, Andther 
feeling comes in. As the thother ben@s dver 
and dotes upon her deformed offspring, so the 
wife regards her worthless husband. ° Dear hus- 
band, he is lazy and idle—nay, he drinks, and’ 
does not always’ tell the truth. He is a bad 
subject, after all—very selfish, and, as the world 
sees him, exceedingly mean. But then ‘he is 
husband. | Poor John has no one to*loye him 

but wife, and for thet, wife loves him, He is 

hers, and she is all he has -in this world.'* Hu- 

manity is so hard on him, and ih her eyes he 

grows dearer as he gets worse. May Henven 

save you, dear Hamilton, from such a fate. But, 

I think I see you now assisting Mr. Hamilton, 

exceedingly drunk, into the house; and hanging 

over him in tearful anxiety, bathing his fevered 

forehead, and praying that he may soon be well 

and sober again. You will be no exception to 

the general rule. This is the fact. This is our 

poor womanly nature, and it is well. Did we 

not bear with the brutal and love the wicked, 

our mission would come to an end. And thus 

it comes to pass, that the worst husbands have 

at times the best wives. As a general thing, a 

mean man should have nothing to do with | 
women. He may marry one, and she may love | 
and respect him in spite of his meanness. But | 
he must not go about making love ina general | 
way. He will come to no good. Women hate | 
meanness—wives won't see it. I say it plainly, | 
Gail, and for your sake I wish to impress it | 
upon you, my dear girl, so that you may be | 
saved some cruel disappointments hereafter. 

If we had any doubts as to your identity be- | 
fore, they vanished when you came to speak of | 
babies. No mother and few women could write | 
or talk that way. They might try, but it would 
be an unhappy failure. The first great lesson— | 
and a delicious lesson it is—-a woman learns is, 
that her childish instincts that made her play | 
with her doll—when Tom, her brother, fired 
cannons and beat drums—pointed unerringly | 
to her the source of her greatest happiness, and, | 
I may add, misery, in this world. When our | 
poor parents were driven from Eden, it was or- | 
dained that each new messenger from the pres- 
ence of our Heavenly Father should for a Fittle 
while carry with it the atmosphere of Paradise— 
the purity and innocence of Finianity before the 
fall—so that the human family might never for- 
get what they had lost through sin. All our 
evils are mixed with good. We have forgotten | 
why babies are made so béautiful and dear. | 
We only know that they are so—and how the 
heart quickens at the sight, and how the nerves 
thrill at the touch of these little things, so fresh 
from the hand of our Creator. Yet is it an 
evil?—but I will not follow that up. Sunlight 
turns to shadow as it touches earth. 

I have imagined you, Gail, helping along and 
watching that drunken husband ; may you never 
realize a deeper grief than I have alluded to. 
— no little broad hand relax its waxen hold, 
and fade forever from your grasp! May no lit- 
tle mound of earth take its place, and be the 
only visible but eternal link binding you to the 
father! But I grow serious—and were I so, I 
should praise your many beauties, instead of 
Criticizing your inexperience. You are brave, 
earnest, and thoughtful. Precious gifts! May 
they improve. 


The Richmond Enquirer. states that the taxes 
in Virginia are producing each yéar more than 
$500,000 ‘above the charges upon the treasury. 
It further says : 4 

“The entire amount of the floating debt, of 
this State is concentrated in treasu notes, 
payable + es = their issue ; and the 
amount -outs at this time, is $395, : 
and the holders haye been requested to onl 
them for payment, in anticipation of their ma- 
turity ; but this is declined. in most eases, thus 
prespoting a full apt ormiowings ary, with- 
out the vilege calling in i i 
its liabilities, anal weal 
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+ most eli 
ion the Potomac river, in 
bia; with authority to use locomotives, 4 °F" 

-2d., By leaving said beanchirailroad so 5 
strike a line between east Third and east Sixth’. 
streets and run along or near said line toy 
point onstheeast branch ofthe Potomac, bé- 
tween the navy yard and the Potoriiacy’ «a © 
.. 3d. By or near the route,of the Alexandils 
and Washington railroad, to and over'the 

Bridge 'to the west side of the Potonine 

the privilege ofa connection with the: eagiern 
side of the Pétomac. This thitd rotte ard 
branch to be operated with horse power. 

4th. By or near the route heretofore ehar- 
tered by Congress, near the eastern ‘boundary 
of the city of Washington, crossing the eastern 
branch of the Potomac above the navy yard,and 
thence’ to a point on’ the eastern shore of the 
Potomac nearly opposite to the city of Alexan- 
dria, with the privilege of using locomotives. 
The memorial sets forth that this extension 








will fill the only gap in the route from New Or- 
leans to New York, which, when properly or- 
ganized, will reduce the time between those 
cities from six and a half to three and a half 
days. 

The Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore 

ailroad Company, and the Orange and Alex: { 
andria Railroad Company concur in the memo 
rial, : 

Common sense and the public convenience 


would dictate that the proposed extension of 
the Washington Branch 
the Long Bridge. 


dire ctly to 


hould go 
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MEETING OF THE ComMMITTEE OF WAY 3 AN! 

Meaxns.—The Committee of W: ; and Means 

had a} rotract 
i : low las 

ed and animated meeting on Saturday Jast. 

Mr. Davis (Md.) had at a former meeung 0! 


: / ’1I1o of Megsrs 
| fered a resolution that the tariff bills of Messrs. 


1:11" 
and Phillips, 
r, in Con- 
izing the 


Phelps, (Mo.,) Morrill, (Vt..) 
(Pa.,) should be reported in that order, 1 
nection with the bill agreed on, authoriai 
extension of the Treasury note law; which mo- 
tion was voted down. 

Mr. Phillips made a similar motion, revers 
ing the positions of Mr. Morrill’s and his own 
bill, which was not agreed to, the Republican 
members voting against it. aes 

The struggle seemed to be as to the position 
of the two bills of Messrs. Phillips and Morrill, 
about which they cannot agree. 

A motion was made that Mr. Phelps might 
report his Treasury note bill without any tariff 
proposition, or bill; which was yoted out of 
order. 

Mr. Phillips expressed his anxiety that : 
thing should be done; and as the members ¢ 
the sommittee could not be expected to assent 
to things to which they were really opposed, * 
suggested that Mr. Morrill might take charg‘ 
of the whole matter, and cane 
that the committee could not ‘ 
it discharged from the consideration of the sub- 
ject, and so let it go before a select committer, 
of which Mr, Morrill could be chairman. 

Mr. Davis (Md.) said that Mr. Phelps, the 
chairman of the committee, ought to do this, 
and he moved to substitate his name for that 
of Mr. Morrill. 

Before the vote was taken on this, the 
mittee adjourned until Monday morning, 4? 
three opposition members and Mr. Phillips v 
ting against the adjournment. 
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Galt’s immense sawing and splitting estab- 
lishment, with a large quantity of wood on thé 
wharf, at the foot of Seventeenth street, Wes 
burnt Saturday night about twelve veer 
Loss between six and eight thousand dollars, 
on which there is no insurance. The fire was 
the work of an incendiary. 

Ratirication oF rae Cass-Yrissakt TREA- 
tTy.—We have, by the Moses Taylor, at New j 
York, the antiouncement that the Cass-Yrisser 
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“a ‘day, February 11, 1859 
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Ito abolish the frauking 
urposes. 
3 Pil coneusts of twelve.or th 
! It. does not apply to ena 
person whom the franking pr 
by name. - In lieu of 
ong hundred and fifty dollars in 
giyen to each member of Cong 
neement of each regular sessi 
and after the first of July 
‘duletters not exceeding thre 
‘sto be five cents, and for all | 
dijtance ten cents. Letters conv 
in part by sea, to or from a dis 
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where it has. been or shall | 
trates by postal treaty « 
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pages effects of emancip 
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